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Minutes of Tunstall Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 10th February 2021 ~ 7.00pm 

Via Zoom Video Conference 

Present 
Cllr. Steve Smith (Chair)  Cllr. Patricia Bessey  Cllr. Oliver Morgan    

Cllr. Niels Petersen   Cllr. Philip Noakes  Cllr. Andy Vince    

Cllr. Sophy Yeoman    

   

Judi Hallett (Clerk)  Cnty. Cllr. Andrew Reid  One member of the public 

1. To receive Apologies for absence:  

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. Katherine Barton (Family matter) and Cllr. Kevin 

Ross (Work). These were accepted.  

2. To receive any Declarations of Interest and any Applications for Dispensation on Agenda Items 

(either pecuniary or non-pecuniary): 

No declarations of interest were made. 

3. Public Participation - To receive: 

a) Reports from County and District Councillors: 

• Cllr. Andrew Reid – Monthly report had recently been circulated. Cllr. Reid expanded on the 

following topics (notes only):  

➢ Covid 19 – Reports being circulated weekly, heading in right direction but still very worrying 

times, recent inclement weather has not helped vaccinations, but numbers are good and local 

farmers are supporting with transport, rapid test centres are now open 

➢ Post 16 Travel Policy – Under consultation 

➢ Food Waste – Campaign to reduce this (currently estimated that each household wastes £750 

worth of food each year) 

➢ Public Rights of Way Improvements – QR codes are on the way and 25% of all posts will be 

replaced (where necessary) 

➢ Quiet Lanes – Progressing well [Mill Lane and Blaxhall Church Lane in Tunstall have been 

approved, Walk Farm Lane has not due to volume of traffic] 

➢ EV Charging Points – Project progressing, if you have not heard please contact SCC 

➢ Bentwaters/Highways Meeting – A meeting of all neighbour parishes of Bentwaters Park, plus 

ESC and SCC was planned for 4th March (see 9. a.); SCDC (now ESC) have been monitoring 

traffic in and out of Bentwaters, this is due to stop but SCC have requested it continues. 

Evidence of some breaches of traffic volumes at certain times of the year; HGV review is 

planned for 2021 and parishes will be consulted 

• Q. If data shows levels of traffic volumes are being exceeded can we use this data for 

fight further development? Yes, no reason why not 

• Q. What action will be taken against these breaches? There can be no retrospective 

action and I know of no sanctions that can be imposed 
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• Q. Are SCC consulted on developments? Yes, and we do comment 

• The Clerk was asked to request all data relevant to traffic movements in and out of 

Bentwaters 

• Cllr Ray Herring – No report had been received.  

Action: Clerk 

b) Reports or comment from any member of the public – The following comments were made: 

• None 

Action: Clerk 

4. To agree minutes of meetings dated 13th January 2021: 

Cllr. Smith proposed these be adopted as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr. 

Bessey and all Councillors were in agreement. The Clerk agreed to post them on the Website. 

Action: Clerk 

5. Planning: 

a) To discuss and agree response to the following Applications received: 

i. DC/21/0402/FUL and DC/21/0403/LBC - Conversion of first floor of existing garage to 

ancillary space for home office/storage at Dunningworth House, Dock Farm Road, 

Tunstall. Councillors made the following comments: 

• I can see no reason to object to this proposal 

• Conclusion: No Objection (Prop: Cllr. Yeoman, Sec: Cllr. Petersen with all in 

agreement)  

6. Multi-Use Games Area – to receive an update on the project from Cllrs. Smith and Vince: 

The following items were reported by Cllr. Vince: 

• A sub-meeting had been held to discuss the budget and it was concluded that an income of 

£50 per week would net sufficient funds to ensure the MUGA was self-funding 

• A Bank Account with Nat West would be possible but would need to be a ‘Community 

Account’ rather than in the name of the PC 

• The subject of setting up the Tunstall MUGA Club as a Charitable Trust had been raised as 

this may bring access to grant monies in the future. If this were the case the Charity would 

need to follow the correct set-up procedure and have all necessary ‘Officials’ (e.g., Chair, 

Treasurer, Secretary, etc.) 

• A second idea of the Community Hall Committee taking on responsibility for the 

management of the MUGA had been aired. The Hall Committee was already set up as a 

Charitable Trust with an established committee and bank account (that would need 

amending as it did not currently meet the Councils Financial Regulations). 

• ITFC have expressed an interest in having a youth team use the facilities for 2 hours a week 

during term-time and may assist with the opening ceremony 
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• Further comments from Councillors: 

o The Hall Committee taking on the MUGA needs thought and is not for tonight, we 

perhaps all need to think about the options and discuss in March. We need to 

progress the bank account so that we are ready to open when the anti-slip is painted 

o Perhaps Clerk can pull together an options paper? 

o Why double up with a separate MUGA Committee when the Hall is already there, 

and the committee set up; it will be ideal for both to be run together as some users 

may want to use the facilities in the hall and therefore it will generate income 

o It would be a good move to distance the running of the MUGA from the PC as it will 

then feel more like a community facility (there have been some negative comments 

on this subject) 

o Two residents did originally join the MUGA Steering Group, but they have not 

attended a meeting in a while 

o Any possibility of the Hall committee taking over the management of the MUGA 

needs careful communication with the Hall Committee from the start. We must 

remember the land around the Hall is also leased to the Hall Committee 

o As and when the MUGA is opened, enthusiasm will grow, and other committee 

members will come along. 

o Very well done to AV for his work and for hooking up with ITFC, a real bonus. 

• Conclusions: 

o Clerk to add discussion on how MUGA is to be managed to the March Agenda 

o Clerk to draw up ‘Options Paper’ for MUGA Management 

o AV to continue with the process of setting up the Bank Account with NatWest using 

Cllrs. Vince, Smith, Petersen, and Barton as signatories. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Bessey, seconded by Cllr. Vince and all were in agreement. 

Action: Clerk and Cllr Vince 

7. New Clerk – To receive update on any applications received so far and to discuss support for the 

new Clerk: 

The Clerk gave an update on the advertising that had been achieved and reported that one 

application had been received. She was asked to advertise the post on the Grapevine for one last 

time as having more than one candidate would be positive. 

The Clerk also suggested that the Council consider splitting the role in to 9 sections and for each 

Councillor to provide support for the new Clerk in one specific area. It was agreed that these areas 

would be listed, and Councillors would indicate which area they would be willing to support. 

Councillors also discussed the possibility of having to use an interim or temporary Clerk if the 

position were not filled. However, Cllr. Smith indicated that he thought the one candidate who had 

applied was strong and would be ideal for the position.  

Action: Clerk 
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8. Communication – To discuss which news should be highlighted to residents 

The following comments were noted: 

• Tunstall Drainage Update will appear in March Bulletin 

• An update on the MUGA, and especially why it is not open at the moment – Cllr. Vince to 

draft for the March Bulletin or the Grapevine if there is no room 

Action: Cllr. Vince 

9. Highways 

a) To receive an update on Highways issues raised with Cllr. Reid (Letter sent 23rd November 2020) 

The Clerk reported that a joint meeting with SCC, ESC and local parishes was planned for 4th 

March and asked for a volunteer to attend. Cllr. Yeoman agreed to attend, and all Councillors 

were asked to provide Cllr. Yeoman with any questions relevant to the matter by 1st March 

b) To receive update on Phase II of the Tunstall Drainage Remedial Works – A report from Cllr. 

Smith had been circulated to Councillors and local residents 

c) To discuss quotes for a second Speed Indicator Device (SID) for the Common and Snape 

Maltings Areas of Tunstall and to discuss possible funding options – The Clerk reported that, if 

the Council wished to use the exiting brackets on existing poles, they would need to purchase a 

device from Westcotec. Unfortunately, their devices were quite expensive, the smallest being 

£2,625 (+ VAT). Cheaper models were available from other companies, but additional brackets 

would have to be installed and the devices would not be interchangeable.  The following 

comments were noted: 

• Do we really need another device, I am not sure they work? 

• What we need is more enforcement from the police 

• There is evidence that the SIDs slow traffic by 5%, this is not a lot but every little helps 

• They certainly slow me down when I see them 

• We need to use the data to show the police the evidence of speeding 

• The data capture is not a difficult process, but it is cumbersome and involves taking the 

whole device back to your house to download the data 

• It is a lot of money and we have not budgeted to spend that much 

• We need to keep hassling the police and Highways to take action 

• Cllrs. Petersen, Vince and Morgan volunteered to be part of the Community Speedwatch 

Team (Clerk to advise Mr Lowne) 

In conclusion the Clerk was asked to take the following action: 

• Ask Cllr. Reid and Herring if £1,000 grants each were possible 

• Write to the Chief Constable to request the new ANPR SID was installed in the village 

Action: Clerk 
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10. Recreation Ground/Community Centre: 

a) To discuss the Grass Cutting and general maintenance at the Recreation Ground (including the 

Play Park) and Community Hall as part of a ‘Tunstall Play Park Regeneration Project’ for 2021: 

Play Park Regeneration: 

Cllr. Noakes clarified that although the project had initially been his idea, he did not feel he had 

the skills or time to manage it. It was suggested that a good start would be to canvas ideas from 

residents and the Clerk was to draft an article for the Bulletin to ask for ideas and suggestions, 

and possibly assistance with the project. 

Grounds Maintenance: 

It was commented that the whole area (the Recreation Ground, the Children’s Play Area, the 

Recycling Bins, the Trees and Hedges, the Paths, etc.) were sometimes looking very untidy and 

unkept. It was also suggested that the football pitch was also dangerous due to mole holes. It 

was suggested that a ‘Caretaker’ type role might be established in order that the work could be 

undertaken by a local person, funded by the Parish Council. 

The Clerk reminded the Council that all the land was leased to the Hall Committee and that it 

would be a good idea to work with them on this matter. Before the Hall were approached, it 

was agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotes from SC Norse and Mortimer Contracts Limited 

to increase the level of work undertaken. 

Action: Clerk 

11. Finance Matters: 

a) To review Accounts for January 2021: 

The Clerk had circulated the accounts as of 31st January 2021. There were no questions and 

Cllr. Petersen agreed to examine the Bank Statements. 

b) To authorise the following Invoices for Payment: 

i. None 

c) To note Payments made since last meeting: 

i. SC Norse £137.21 

d) To note Payments received since last meeting: 

i. None 

e) To note Bank Balances as of 31st January 2021: 

i. Barclays Bank (Current Account) £7,237.13 

ii. IBS (Tunstall Parish Council) £6,446.82 

iii. IBS (Tunstall Common Fund) £57,872.20 

Action: Clerk 
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12. Documentation – To review and accept where appropriate: 

a. Risk Assessment (Financial) – The three Risk Assessments had been circulated to all and 

suggestions from Cllrs. Petersen and Bessey had been included. On this basis, Cllr. Petersen 

proposed all three be adopted. This was seconded by Cllr. Noakes and all were in agreement 

b. Risk Assessment (MUGA) – As above 

c. Risk Assessment (Catchment Pit) – As above 

d. Asset Register (Jan 2021) – The register had been circulated and there were no further 

comments. Cllr. Yeoman proposed it be adopted. This was seconded by Cllr. Petersen and all 

were in agreement. 

The Clerk agreed to publish all final documents on the website 

Action: Clerk 

13. To receive agenda items for next meeting and agree date of Next Meeting: 

Items to add to the next agenda: 

• Highways Meeting 

• MUGA 

• Recreation Ground 

The subject of prioritising items during a meeting was raised, in order to allow sufficient time to 

discuss them. This was felt a good idea. It was also suggested that ‘working parties’ could be formed 

to investigate and bring proposals to the Council, in order to move items forward; this was also 

welcomed. 

The date of the next meeting was agreed for Wednesday 10th March 2021, 7.00pm, via Video/Audio 

Conference.  

The meeting closed at 8.55pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………….  Date: ………………………………………….. 

Cllr. Steve Smith, Chair 

Judi Hallett 
Clerk to Tunstall Parish Council 

 


