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Minutes of Tunstall Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 6th December 2021 ~ 4.00pm 

St Michaels and All Angels Church 

Present 
Cllr. Katherine Barton (Vice Chair) Cllr. Oliver Morgan   Cllr. Niels Petersen   

Cllr. Kevin Ross    Cllr. Andy Vince    

Cllr. Sophy Yeoman     

   

Tiffany Pollock (Clerk)  Thirty-Four members of the public in attendance 

 

Three Members from Forestry England; Steve Warn, Emma Rawlinson and Richard Brooke 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction: 

Cllr. Barton opened the meeting and welcomed all for their attendance. 

2. To receive Apologies for absence:  

Apologies had been received from Cllr. Silovsky and Cllr. Bessey. 

3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and any Applications for Dispensation on Agenda Items 

(either pecuniary or non-pecuniary): 

No declarations of interest were made. 

4. Public Participation - To receive: 

A short introduction from Forestry England representatives was given and maps were distributed to 

the members of public in attendance.  

Emma Rawlinson explained that there is a plan already in place for Tunstall and Rendlesham Forests, 

Forestry England are looking to revise this plan with draft objectives. On development of the plan 

this has gone out to public consultation (of which a high number of responses have been received 

for this plan), these responses will be given consideration and may result in amendments being 

made. Following this, the plan will be passed onto Forestry Services for approval and a further 30 

day online consultation will be available. 

Emma talked through the maps and explained that Tunstall and Rendlesham Forests are joined, it 

was noted by a member of the public that the maps given were small and requested a copy of the 

maps in a larger scale. Forestry England will print these and forward to the Clerk. 

Emma briefly discussed the plan further and advised members present that the heathland will stay 

the same in Tunstall, there are eight schedules within the plan, four in Rendlesham and four in 

Tunstall and these are in the appendix of the plan. There is a seven hectare reduction in the plan for 

Tunstall which is slightly less than the previous plan. 
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Cllr. Barton invited members of the public for comments and questions to Forestry England 

representatives. 

a) Reports or comment from any member of the public –  

The following questions, comments and concerns were raised; 

• Q: Will trees be sprayed with glyphosate? 

• A: Glyphosate is not an illegal chemical and is used on the advice from Forestry England’s 

Chemical Advisor, however we are looking to reduces its use in the future. The Forest is 

certified (FSC) and have a ‘safe chemical system’ of which we can only use listed chemicals.  

• Q: What previsions of health benefits have been considered? We want to see the 

birds/bugs and humans looked after and considered. The Forest looks like a factory in 

places, we need less machinery used. 

• A: Trees need to be harvested to fund Forestry England, to each tree felled a further three 

are planted. A minimum of 10% of open space is required for economy, social and 

environmental purposes this is a statutory obligation as Tunstall Forest is a triple SE site. 

• Q: How soon are trees replanted? 

• A: Within two years trees will be replanted after felling. 

• Q: What are the areas on the plan not boxed? 

• A: They are clear fell. The plan now is marked for the next ten years. We would consider in 

the future more thinning than clear fell. 

• Q: What consideration has been given within the surrounding area? We have wet land, 

acid land and private woodlands locally with plenty of biodiversity, why cut the forest up 

for this? We should not be moving away from forestry, why are grants available for 

biomass but not milling? 

• A: Forestry England do not give or receive grants. It only covers land/forestry management, 

Forestry Services is a separate business. 

• Q: I have concerns that the plan is only for ten years, surely this should cover many more 

years, possibly 50+ 

• A: Forestry England have a comparison map against the previous year. Plans are actually 

for 60-100 years, but we are only permitted to write plans for 10 years at a time. 

• Q: Should plans that only cover 10 years be challenged for longer periods? 

• A: This is a statutory obligation and consultations must take place with other parties (RSPB 

and Natural England) 

• Q: Does replanting take place or is there any scope for natural regeneration? 
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• A: The majority is replanted, although where possible or where established regeneration 

has taken place, we will allow this to continue. 

• Q: Facilities are stated on the questionnaire, what does this mean? Go Ape? Cafes? Please 

explain? 

• A: Forestry England would not be able to implement recreational services and the forestry 

plan cannot be used for planning applications. 

• Q: The questions used for the consultation are ambiguous and too broad. 

• A: The questionnaire was designed by the national team; we will feed this comment back 

to them. 

• Q: Recreation and horse riders have not been mentioned in the plan. 

• A: Forestry England have received feedback from horse riders which has been passed onto 

the recreation team. 

• Q: Biomass timber supply of softwood is getting harder, with large increases being 

imported at higher prices. With proper management of conifers will open spaces be looked 

at again. 

• A: Forestry England does not want to increase the open spaces but must be managed due 

to safety concerns due to the weather. Selling timber is where the money is coming from 

for the management of the forestry. 

• Q: There are notices at Rendlesham Forest saying thar ‘We are at the front of Climate 

Change’ but the plan seems to be the opposite. The last tree felling machines ran over 

various species of trees and does not seem sensitive enough, the forest is important to all 

for peace and recreation. 

• A: Replanting will take place as well as natural regeneration, however with regeneration 

we have less control and Forestry England needs to consider a range of species. We have 

learnt from other plans that planting the same species does not always work. 

• Q: What percentage of trees will be replanted? 

• A: 100% will be replanted within two years of felling. If woodland has regenerated and is 

established, we will leave this to grow. 

• Q: I’m concerned with the amount of conifers in comparison to broad leaf species. 

• A: We have increased broadleaf species by 1 hectare and 29 hectare increase for conifers. 

There will be a mix but there will be an option if needed to fell broadleaf. 

• Q: I appreciate this is a crop, but we live here, and we want the forest looked after. Why 

don’t Forestry England designate an area where trees have been cut to a native/natural 

area. 
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• A: Birch is a native, they are short lived and are in the plan. Wildlife is protected and 

considered in the plan; species need all sorts of varieties of habitat of which they are all 

considered. 

Cllr. Barton thanked Forestry England representatives for attending along with all members of the 

public. 

Cllr. Barton closed the meeting at 5.23pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………….  Date: ………………………………………….. 

Cllr. Katherine Barton, Vice Chair 

Tiffany Pollock 
Clerk to Tunstall Parish Council 


