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Minutes of Tunstall Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 3rd February 2022 ~ 7.00pm 

Tunstall Community Hall 
Present 

Cllr. Karol Silovsky (Chair)  Cllr. Andy Vince (taking minutes)  

Cllr. Kevin Ross    Cllr. Niels Petersen   Cllr. Patricia Bessey 

Cllr. Oliver Morgan       

      

Three members of the public 

1. To receive Apologies for absence:  

Cllr. Andrew Reid (County Councillor) Tiffany Pollock (Clerk) 

2. To receive any Declarations of Interest and any Applications for Dispensation on Agenda Items 

(either pecuniary or non-pecuniary): 

 
No declarations of interest were made. 

3. Public Participation - To receive: 

a) Reports or comment from any member of the public –  

A member of the public raised concerns over the reasons and need for members of the press and 

public to be excluded from an item on the meeting Agenda (Item 8. Discussion of report received 

from Birketts Solicitors concerning the Community Hall lease) 

Cllr. Silovsky advised that the matter concerned was at this stage for Parish Councillors only and 

related to matters of legal privilege as dictated by Birketts in their report. 

The member of the public expressed the view that, as all present were parishioners, they should be 

there while the matter was discussed. Also, that this need for privacy, when added to the fact that 

no minutes have been made available for public view for the past three meetings, might lead a 

person to think that residents were being kept in the dark about something that the council did not 

want to make public. 

Cllr. Silovsky - Made clear that this was not the case and reiterated the need as desired by Birketts, 

that the matter should be, for the time being, for Councillors only. 

The same member of the public also raised concern over damage to a post designed to display a 

speed indicator device. The post, situated at Orford Road J/W Walk Farm Road is apparently leaning 

over and unfit for purpose. He was unhappy with Suffolk Highways response to his report of the 

damage. (Ie: their reluctance to visit the site, relying instead on Google Street View). He stated that 

the Clerk had already been made aware of this situation. 

Cllr. Silovsky – Acknowledged the complaint and stated that he shared the concerns over apparent 

lack of action by SCC Highways and confirmed that further contact would be made to try and remedy 

the issue. 
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Cllr. Petersen – Referred to a very recent email that he had received from Cllr. Yeoman concerning 

two separate incidents of damage to two sections of wall situated at neighbouring cottages on 

Orford Road. All councillors shared their serious concerns over this matter and all queried whether 

Police were involved as the vehicles involved had both failed to stop at the scene.  - The matter to be 

added to the March agenda for further discussion and action. 

Action: Clerk 

b) Reports from County and District Councillors 

No reports had been received. 

4. To agree Minutes of meetings dated 12th November, 6th December 2021 and 13th January 2022: 

 

Cllr. Vince proposed the minutes be adopted as a true record of the meeting’s held. This was 

seconded by Cllr. Ross and all Councillors were in agreement. 

Action: Clerk 

5. To accept and acknowledge resignation from Councillor Barton and agree additional bank 

signatories: 

 

Cllr. Silovsky explained that work issues and a new job had prompted Cllr. Barton to tender her 

resignation. This was sadly accepted by Councillors. Cllr. Silovsky, Cllr. Vince and Cllr. Ross agreed to 

become bank signatories. 

Action: Clerk 

6. To elect a Parish Council Representative for Community Hall Management Committee. 

 

Cllr. Silovsky explained to those present that as Cllr. Barton has resigned, Cllr. Vince had attended 

the last TCHC meeting held on 17th January. He further stated that it was his understanding that Cllr. 

Vince would be happy to take on this role on a permanent basis. This was confirmed by Cllr. Vince. 

 

Cllr. Petersen asked whether Cllr. Vince understood that he would have to become a trustee of the 

Charity in order to take the position. Cllr. Vince confirmed that he did understand this to be the case 

and would be content to do so. 

 

To elect Cllr. Vince as TPC representative for TCHC, proposed by Cllr. Ross, seconded by Cllr. Silovsky 

and agreed by all Councillors. 

7. Planning: 

 
a) To discuss and agree response to the following Applications received: 

i. DC/22/0047/FUL | Install air-conditioning | Unit 1 of the Granary Building at Snape Maltings. 

Conclusion: No Objection (Prop: Cllr. Bessey, Sec: Cllr. Petersen, All in favour) 

 

 

At 7.40pm the public part of the meeting was ended and members of the public were requested to 

leave so that Councillors could deal with the agenda item concerning Birketts report relating to the 
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lease to Tunstall Community Hall and the accompanying Trust Deed. The member of the public who 

had earlier expressed concern about this repeated his opinion and left the hall with reluctance. 

8.  To discuss report received from Birketts and agree action plan moving forward with the lease of 

the Community Hall, including access: 

 
Cllr. Ross also expressed his concern over why there was a need for this matter to be dealt with 

privately. He believes that it could set a worrying trend that might cause a divide in the village as had 

happened previously. He stated that he thought that Steven Smith (ex-chair to the Parish Council) 

should be given the opportunity to participate in the discussions. 

 

Cllr. Bessey outlined the reasons why the meeting should be conducted in this way. 

 

Cllr. Ross was informed that his comments would be noted in the minutes. 

 

The above matter was then discussed at length. Issues covered included management of the MUGA, 

financial matters relating to the running of the MUGA, matters concerning insurance and access 

issues around the Community Hall and recreation ground. 

 

Cllr. Vince asked whether a copy of the Birketts report would be circulated to TCHC members as they 

had asked for this at their meeting of 17th January. 

 

It was agreed that a document would be drafted for circulation to members of the Tunstall 

Community Hall Committee prior to their next meeting. The document would outline the reasons 

why we are where we are and the thoughts of Councillors about potential ways forward. 

This could then be discussed by the TCHC in the presence of Cllr. Vince who would be able to 

answer, where possible, any questions that the other trustees might have. 

 

Cllr. Petersen agreed to draft a report, to be agreed by other Councillors prior to being circulated to 

TCHC, ideally a week prior to their next meeting on 14th March 2022. 

 

         Action: Cllr. Petersen 

9.  To receive agenda items for next meeting and agree date of next meeting (10th March 2022) 

 

Items to add to the next agenda: 

• Items carried forward from this meeting. 

• Incidents of damage to the walls of two cottages at Orford Road and general traffic 

concerns. 

 

The date of the next meeting was agreed for Thursday 10th March 2022, 7.00pm, in Tunstall 

Community Hall. 

 

The meeting was closed at 9.10pm. 
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Signed: ……………………………………………………………….  Date: ………………………………………….. 

Cllr. Karol Silovsky, Chair 
Tiffany Pollock 

Clerk to Tunstall Parish Council 


