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  Chair’s initials: ………………. 

Minutes of Tunstall Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 10th March 2022 ~ 7.00pm 

Tunstall Community Hall 

Members 
Cllr. Karol Silovsky   Cllr. Kevin Ross   Cllr. Patricia Bessey 

Cllr. Oliver Morgan   Cllr. Niels Petersen   Cllr. Bruce Firth-Clarke (after item 3) 

Cllr. Andy Vince   Cllr. Sophy Yeoman  Cllr. Lesley Creswell (after item 3)

      

Present 

 

Cllr. Karol Silovsky  Cllr. Kevin Ross   Cllr. Lesley Creswell 

Cllr. Andy Vince   Cllr. Bruce Firth-Clarke  Cllr. Sophy Yeoman 

Cllr. Niels Petersen 

 

Attendees 

 

Tiffany Pollock (Clerk)  Cllr. Ray Herring (District Councillor) 

 

Two members of the public 

1. To receive Apologies for absence: 

Apologies had been received from Cllr. Andrew Reid, Cllr. Morgan (Family commitments) and Cllr. 

Patricia Bessey (Work Commitments), these apologies were accepted. 

2. To receive any Declarations of Interest and any Applications for Dispensation on Agenda Items 

(either pecuniary or non-pecuniary):  

No declarations of interest were made. 

 

3. Co-option of 2 Councillors and the signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

Two candidates, Mr. Bruce Firth-Clark and Ms. Lesley Creswell expressed an interest in joining the 

Parish Council. Cllr. Silovsky proposed their co-option to the Council, this was seconded by Cllr. 

Vince, all Councillors in agreement. The declaration of acceptance of office was signed by both 

Councillors. 

4. To elect a Vice-Chair of the Parish Council and signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

There were no candidates for Vice-Chair, it was agreed that this will be on May’s agenda. 

5. Public Participation (15 minutes Maximum) – To receive: 

a) Reports or comment from any member of the public – A member of the public questioned the 

purpose and objections of the Lorry Route Review meeting held on 9th December 2021 and what 

actions will result from this. Councillors explained that the Lorry Route Review was a County wide 

consultation developed by Suffolk County Council and all Parish Council’s had been invited to send 

in their responses. The meeting held by Tunstall Parish Council was to discuss the review and 
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consolidate a response from the Parish, the council settled on three areas, which had been 

detailed in the minutes. 

The member of the public also questioned why members of the public had been excluded from 

part of February’s meeting and why £720.00 was spent on solicitors fees with no further details 

given to residents.  

Councillors explained that solicitors had been instructed to look at the lease and trust deed of the 

Community Hall, the Council needed to seek legal advice to clarify what we should or shouldn’t do. 

Without this advice we would not know what is legal and what is not, there has been a report 

received from the solicitor, the Council have been advised that this should not shared with other 

parties  

Cllr. Ross believes discussions should be open as this has not helped ‘bad feelings’ between the 

Community Hall Committee and the Parish Council, there seems to be an approach of ‘them and 

us’. 

Cllr. Herring pointed out that occasionally other Parish Councils do have difficult discussions and 

decisions to make. Members of the public can sometimes be excluded from meetings, which will 

be marked on the agenda, this is usually to discuss legal issues or confidential issues. The Clerk has 

access to SALC and can recommend to the Council when this may need to apply. The minutes from 

these discussions are not always shown due to their confidentiality or the legal status of 

discussions. 

The member of the public questioned why both parties (Community Hall Trustees and Councillors) 

had not had a meeting together. Councillors explained that we are at the beginning of discussions 

and legal advice needed to be sought first. The Community Hall Trustees have received a briefing 

note prior to their meeting on Monday 14th March where this will be discussed further. After this it 

is anticipated that both parties will meet for further discussions and possible agreement. 

The member of the public stated the meeting with SCC Highways with regards to flooding 

confirmed that flooding on the roads in Tunstall will not be resolved and that residents should 

wear wellington boots. A Councillor added that Highways were not forthcoming in discussions with 

the developers of Street Farm Close where the flooding on School Road has been worse since the 

development. 

b) Reports from County and District Councillors  

A report had been received from Cllr. Andrew Reid and forwarded onto the Councillors. 

Cllr. Herring thanked Councillors for picking up their responsibilities in respect of the Community 

Hall. Council tax bills have seen an increase of 2.89%, East Suffolk will be investing more funding to 

social housing as well as supporting the green agenda. 

  
6. To agree minutes of meetings dated 9th December 2021 and 3rd February 2022: 

Cllr. Petersen proposed that both sets of minutes be adopted as a true record of the meeting. This 

was seconded by Cllr. Silovsky and all Councillors were in agreement. The Clerk agreed to post them 

on the Website. 
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7. To discuss and agree amendments to meeting minutes dated 9th September 2021: 

The Clerk explained that points made under item 10. a) will need to be removed as these had not 

been discussed at the meeting. Cllr. Silovsky proposed that the meeting minutes are amended, this 

was seconded by Cllr. Vince, all Councillors in agreement. 

Action: Clerk 

8. To review and discuss Action Log: 

The action log was discussed and up to date, actions from this meeting will be added. 

Action: Clerk 

9. To discuss Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations: 

There will be a working party on Saturday 12th March removing weeds from the banking behind the 

MUGA to prepare the ground for creating a Jubilee bank of wildflowers. A small fire was suggested 

to burn the rubbish, Cllr. Ross has planted the Jubilee Oak Tree received from East Suffolk Council.  

A band has been booked by Tunstall Community Group for the afternoon of 6th June, there will be a 

‘street party’ style celebration along with a Jubilee cake competition. 

 

10. To discuss locations suitable for hedge planting by the AONB 

All hedging plants available from the AONB have now been allocated, Cllr. Reid has offered funding if 

there are any further locations recommended. 

11. Highways: 

a) To receive update for speed management strategy for the village and decide next steps: 

 

Following previous discussions and the report compiled by Cllr. Petersen and Cllr. Morgan a 

letter has been drafted and forwarded to all Councillors for their comments. Any further 

comments need to be forwarded onto Cllr. Petersen by 18th March, once these have been 

received the letter will be amended as required and forwarded onto Suffolk County Council 

Highways. 

        Action: Clerk and All Councillors 

b) To discuss incidents of damage to the walls of two cottages on Orford Road and general traffic 

concerns 

Cllr. Yeoman circulated a letter she had written highlighting the issues of the junctions on the 

bend at Orford Road and the incidents of the wall being hit on numerous occasions. Another 

resident has also written to Cllr. Reid and has received a reply stating that this had been 

forwarded onto Highways. Residents are requesting support from the Parish Council in 

highlighting the concerns and dangers to pedestrians. The Clerk will draft a letter and forward 

to all Councillors prior to sending. 

Action: Clerk 
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c) To receive update from flooding meeting held with SCC Highways and agree any actions going 

forward  

Cllr. Silovsky echoed the frustrations heard during the public participation, a response to the 

queries discussed at the meeting has not been received, the Clerk will chase Highways for this. 

Action: Clerk 

d) To discuss and agree plans going forward with the relaunch of Tunstall Speed Watch Team, 

including Speed Gun and Speed indicator device 

The SID has been repaired and is ready for use, no volunteers have stepped forward. Cllr. 

Yeoman and Cllr. Firth-Clark agreed to volunteer. 

e) To receive an update from the Joint Parish Traffic Initiative held on 3rd March 2022 

A report from the Clerk at Campsea Ashe had been received and forwarded onto all 

Councillors, the focus seems to be the crossroads and level crossing at Melton. Councillors 

acknowledged that since restrictions have been placed on Ivy Lodge Road, there has been an 

increase in HGV traffic at the junction of the Green Man/Ashe Road. 

f) To receive an update from the Quiet Lanes Project and discuss installation of signs. 

Notification has been received from the Quiet Lanes Team requesting volunteers to install the 

signs, the self-installation agreement will need to be signed prior to these being collected 

from Suffolk County Council. Cllr. Vince agreed to install the signs at Blaxhall Church Road and 

Cllr. Yeoman agreed to install the signs at Mill Lane. 

        Action: Cllr. Yeoman and Cllr. Vince 

12. Recreation Ground/Community Centre: 

a) To receive update of the Community Hall Charity/Committee, including the lease 

Tunstall Community Hall Committee will be meeting on Monday 14th March, Cllr. Vince will 

be in attendance as a trustee and representative for the Parish Council. A briefing note has 

been circulated to all trustees, Cllr. Vince has requested that any questions arising from this 

should be discussed at Monday’s meeting. After this and with agreement from the trustees 

it is hoped that a joint meeting will take place to discuss and reach an agreement going 

forward. It was agreed that any outcomes should be minuted and published on the Parish 

website. 

b) To discuss and agree statement of principle as a guiding statement for ongoing discussions 

regarding management of the Community Hall 

The following proposed Statement of Principle, which was included in the briefing note to 

trustees, was read out by Cllr. Petersen 
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The agreed solution shall be able to pass the following test. 

 

Unless there is good reason otherwise (such reason to be documented and justified) the agreed way 

forward will be: 

• consistent with the originally stated charitable purpose as set out in the Trust Deed (i.e. the 
Objects of the Charity) 

• capable of practical implementation 
• legally and financially sound, affordable and sustainable 
• clearly and demonstrably in the best interests of the Parish, both now and for the longer 

term, so far as can reasonably be foreseen 

All Councillors agreed that these principles should be adopted, this was proposed by Cllr. 

Silovsky and seconded by Cllr. Petersen. 

c) To discuss flooding of the Children’s play area and to agree any actions going forward 

Councillors discussed photographs received from a member of the public showing flooding 

of the Children’s play area. It was agreed that a resolution should be found as this will cause 

the wooden play equipment and fence to rot. The adjacent land owner is aware of the 

flooding and has planned for a ditch to be installed with works commencing on 21st March. 

After this Councillors will review the flooding and will seek further steps if required. 

d) To discuss and agree next steps in discussion with the Hall Committee concerning the lease 

This was covered during item a, see above. 

 

13. Tunstall Common/Forest: 

a) To receive update from Cllr. Ross to the plans to produce a long-term Management Plan 

One fire break has been installed and another will be installed during Autumn. The High 

Stewardship scheme has finished and there is some uncertainty with grants/management 

plans going forward. Footfall on the Common increased during lockdown and has remained 

high. 

Another site walk will be arranged soon, Cllr. Ross will contact the Clerk with a new date.  

 

Action: Cllr. Ross and Clerk 

14. Finance Matters: 

a) To receive Accounts as of 28th February 2022 

The Clerk advised Councillors that the accounts could not be completed up to 28th February 

as the bank statement had not been received, however the accounts are as up to date as 

possible. The Clerk has contacted Barclays and a new mandate form will need to be 

completed. 
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b) To authorise the following Invoices for Payment: 

i. Tunstall Community Hall (hire for February’s meeting) £40.00 

ii. SALC (Payroll service) £54.00 

The above payments were proposed by Cllr. Silovsky, seconded by Cllr. Vince and all were in 

agreement they be paid. 

c) To note Payments made since last meeting: 

i. Suffolk Coastal Norse (Grass cutting) £176.64 

ii. T Pollock (Clerk Salary, December) £298.20 

iii. T Pollock (Clerk Salary, January) £298.20 

iv. T Pollock (Clerk Salary, February) £298.20 

v. East Suffolk (Land hire for village sign) £16.69 

vi. Birketts LLP (Legal advice) £720.00 

vii. Westcotec (Repair of Speed Indicator Device) £965.40 

g) To note Payments received since last meeting: 

viii. None  

h) To note Bank Balances as of 28th February 2022: 

i. Barclays Bank (Current Account) £tbc 

ii. IBS (Tunstall Parish Council) £6,449.28 

iii. IBS (Tunstall Common Fund) £64,565.19 

iv. Natwest (MUGA Account) £925.23 

 

Action: Clerk 

15. Planning: 

a) To discuss and agree response to the following Applications received: 

 

There were none. 

 

16. Multi-Use Games Area- Update from the MUGA Steering Group, to include an update on cost and 

revenue projections: 

Cllr. Vince previously circulated a report of costs and projected revenue using a 12-year cycle to 

Councillors, the report was discussed and it was noted that an additional £25.00 a week will be 

required. The MUGA will be part of discussions with the Community Hall Trustees. 

 

17. Documentation – To review and accept where appropriate: 

a. Risk Assessment (Financial) sent to Councillors on 22nd February 2022 

b. Risk Assessment (Catchment Pit) sent to Councillors on 21st February 2022 

c. Risk Assessment (Non-Financial) sent to Councillors on 22nd February 2022 

d. Standing Orders (July 2020 England) sent to Councillors 23rd February 2022 

e. Financial Regulations – sent to Councillors on 23rd February 2022 

f. Suffolk Code of Conduct – sent to Councillors on 21st February 2022 
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Cllr. Silovsky proposed that all the above documentation was accepted by the Council, this was 

seconded by Cllr. Vince, all Councillors in agreement. 

 

18. Meetings – To receive agenda items for next meeting and agree dates of meetings, including 

Annual Parish Meeting: 

Items to add to the next agenda:  

• To elect Vice-Chair of the Council 

An additional meeting to discuss the Trust deed and lease of the Community Hall will be held on 

either 24th or 31st March, this will be confirmed once agreement has been reached with the Trustees 

of the hall. 

The date for the Annual Parish Meeting was agreed for 28th April 2022 at 6.30pm. 

The date of the next Parish Council Meeting’s was agreed for Thursday 12th May 2022 and Thursday 

21st July 2022 at 7pm. 

All Meetings will be held in Tunstall Community Hall. 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………….  Date: ………………………………………….. 

Cllr. Karol Silovsky, Chair 

Tiffany Pollock 
Clerk to Tunstall Parish Council 


