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Who’s Who 
on The Parish Council

Steve Smith The Chair of  the Council. 
Steve has lived in Duck Cottage, in the 
heart of  the village, for 5 years with his 
partner Carole and Harvey the red setter. 
He has been a parish councillor for 4 years. 
He is retired now, having spent a lifetime in 
building services project management. His 
main focus is in harmonising the separate 
community assets in the village such as the 
parish council, community hall and the 
new MUGA. When not at home, Steve can 
often be found at the bowls club, behind the 
community hall.

Katherine Barton The Vice-Chair. Katherine 
Lives with her husband, 2 children, 2 
dogs and 4 chickens in School Road. The 
Barton Family moved to the village in 2018. 
Although her parents have lived in Suffolk 
for many years, Katherine’s route to the 
area was via Scotland, Russia, and the USA. 
Katherine’s Interests include walking the 
local paths, biking in the forests (with stops at 
local pubs when permitted), and cooking, as 
well as gardening and DIY.

To complete the line up in the central part of  
the village.

Andy Vince lives in Hocket Crescent with 
his wife Karen and their dog Molly. He 
moved to Tunstall in 2008 after retiring as 
a detective with Hertfordshire Police. He 
currently heads up the MUGA steering 
group and will be the administrator for the 
MUGA club. Andy is a keen birdwatcher 
and a volunteer at RSPB Minsmere. He can 
usually be found walking Molly around the 
village or in nearby Tunstall forest.

We left our old home on a sunny day in early 
November 2002, the ‘Golden Valley’ living 
up to its name as we began our journey 
towards a new beginning in Suffolk. We had 
lived in Gloucestershire for twenty five years, 
although both born East Anglians, and were 
anticipating a new venture.

Our first stumble was ironically the weather, 
moving from a moderately wet area to; by 
reputation, England’s driest, the rain was 
torrential driven by a westerly gale and 
our first glimpse of  the post office was 
disheartening looking down at heel and tired. 
As we entered our new home the wind caught 
a door which slammed breaking both glass 
panels, closely followed by a dull explosion as 
the hoover bag of  the departing owners burst 
covering all with a dusty confetti. Had we 
made a mistake? I did for a moment wonder.

We are both professional artists, Jenny 
a childens author and illustrator and I, 
painter/illustrator. After showing in London 
and the west we decided to open our own 
gallery on the Suffolk Coast. For six months 
we worked at re-modelling the post office. 
Realising that the village must be curious, 
we decided to host a village day, all welcome. 
Complimentary wine and sausage rolls a huge 
success. However our visitors that day were 
dwarfed later when, while being connected to 
mains sewers a large voluble crowd populated 
the rim of  a very impressive hole. We decided 
in addition to the gallery we should offer 

coffee and cakes and were very grateful to the 
villagers who became regulars.

We also established a link to the Maltings, 
entertaining some well known faces who were 
seeking a little anonymity, Andy Hamilton 
the comedian came several times with friends, 
actors Nick Farrell (recently in the Crown) 
Saskia Reeve, Stella Gonet and Miranda 
Raison plus singers and musicians from the 
festival.

One memorable visit occured one hot August 
weekend. A lone cyclist had stopped for tea, 
and had muttered while ordering ‘if  only we 
could be as nature intended’

Jenny delivered the tea, and I came to see 
our visitor. He was viewing the paintings 
wih interest, sipping his tea the little finger 
on the cup extended in the most refined 
manner only one thing was noticable. He was 
completely naked!! His lycra neatly folded on 
the courtyard bench. We rapidly re-evaluated 
the phrase ‘the customer is always right’ 
However on a more positive side emerged, 
some weeks later with a very complimentary 
review in the Naturist magazine.

We are home to ‘Final Press’ publishing the 
‘Complete footpath guides to the Suffolk 
Coast’ and for seven years as footpath 
warden, produced a map of  local paths for 
Tunstall residents to download free from the 
Tunstall Parish Council website. The village 
has given us many good times, a memorable 

Barn dance, winter films in St Michaels, 
badminton in the village hall and the 
Christmas memorial football match in which 
I was the German (always a blow in) team 
captain aged 68.

Time passes, things change, and the village 
grows and moves on, but its heart and soul 
remain.

The old Post Office Romany Studios today
Niels Petersen lives in Street Farm Close. 
He and his wife Monica moved to the village 
in the spring of  2018, finally fulfilling a long-
held ambition to move to this part of  the 
county where they love to walk the beautiful 
heathland, forests, and coastal estuaries. 
They also keep a sailing boat at Pin Mill 
from which they sail the East Coast rivers. 
Niels spent the early part of  his career in oil 
exploration, then in business consultancy and 
programme and project management. Now 
retired, he is happy to be able to contribute 
to the work of  the Parish council, being both 
the Footpaths Warden and representative on 
the Alde and Ore Community Partnership 
Group for the PC.

Sophy Yeoman lives on Orford Road with 
her boyfriend, local vet Laurie, and three 
dogs: Darwin, Barney and Piper. Sophy has 
a particular interest in addressing traffic 
issues within the village as well as a passion 
for our village community, also assisting the 
Events Team in organising activities. Sophy 
works as an artist, taking commissions from 
animal owners. She has her own two horses, 
Maddie, and Sugar, living at Tunstall Forest 
Livery. Sophy has been living in Tunstall 
for two years and now cannot imagine living 
anywhere else!

At Tunstall Common we have two 
representatives: 

Oliver Morgan  lives in Mill Lane with his 
family, which includes his wife Charlotte and 
four children one of  whom is still at home, 
while the others come back as often as they 
can. They all love the forest and walk there as 

much as they can. They have two cats called 
Basil and Daphne.

Kevin Ross is the longest serving member 
on the Council (serving over 20 years so far) 
and manages the Common on behalf  of  the 
Council.

Patricia Bessey is our newest Councillor,  
Patricia bought a house in Tunstall 22 years 
ago as something of  a renovation project 
whilst living and working in London. The 
family have now been based in Tunstall for 
the past 10 years and it is still a renovation 
project! (She says she ‘should know better as 
a practicing Architect!’)

You may have seen Patricia’s husband, 
Richard (a dishevelled looking man since 
Lockdown) walking round the village with 
their Ridgeback, Nelson…do not worry 
Richard always picks up Nelson’s poo.

Patricia has become a passionate beekeeper 
with 4 hives, and some Tunstall Residents 
have already bought some of  her honey. She 
is also keen to see the Community thrive and 
help to develop the Community spirit and for 
people in the village to get to know each other 
more.

So, that is us. Never be shy in contacting 
the Parish Council. We can’t help with all 
life events but when we can’t help, we will 
endeavour to point you in the direction of  
someone who can.

Tunstall Grapevine – let us know your e-mail 
address and we will keep you informed of  the 
latest news

JUDI HALLETT 
Clerk to the Parish Council    
01394 411405 / 07739 411927
Manor Farm, Hollesley, Woodbridge,  
Suffolk IP12 3NB 
pcclerktunstall@gmail.com

Do you know who your Parish Councillors are?      
Would you be able to point one out in a Police identity parade?

Sorry, on a serious note, in case you are not familiar, we would like to introduce our 
Councillors. In total there are 9 seats on the Parish Council, 8 of  which are filled at 
the time of  writing. The Council are organised and managed by the Clerk, presently 
Judi Hallett and meet at least once every two months.
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Sudbourne & Tunstall 
Baptist Church

St Michael & All Angels 
Tunstall

Dear Neighbour

It is now 4 years since Marian and I moved 
to Suffolk, having spent many happy 
holidays here. Our home in the East Sussex 
countryside for 20 years was too large for us 
after the chicks had flown, although they now 
complain that our current house is not large 
enough, when they and their children put in 
occasional appearances. 

In addition to an international business 
career, I had been involved in church life 
for a number of  years as a Lay Minister in 
Wadhurst, and David Murdoch was not slow 
to facilitate the transfer of  my licence to this 
Diocese, when we settled here.

One of  the delights of  living in rural areas 
is the changing seasons… and for me 
personally, Springtime. Not only is it a very 
beautiful time, but also predictable and 
reliable Whatever the weather, the trees will 
bud, and the flowers will bloom. I find that 
certainty greatly reassuring, in these days of  
immense uncertainty.

However quickly or otherwise the pandemic 
is brought under control, of  one thing we can 
be certain… changes we have experienced 
in many aspects of  daily life are here to stay, 
and will change further and probably faster.  
Employment, shopping, social life, transport, 
sport, education, church, healthcare and 
communications… they will not fully revert 
to their previous formats. And regardless of  
our personal preferences, technology will 
relentlessly grow at pace, with all which that 
entails.

We are left, however, with the dilemma of  
how we respond to ‘the new normal’.   Not 
easy, and certainly not simple, but here are 
two brief  suggestions which may guide our 
thinking and behaviour in the coming days:

Firstly, let’s try to be more ‘other-centred’.  
Many of  the Ten Commandments in the Old 
Testament (echoed by Jesus many centuries 
later) are about our engagement with other 
people. We live in a self-centred world (’twas 
ever thus?), now fanned additionally, perhaps, 
by individualism and social media. What is it 
like to be ‘other-centred’?  Well, read Luke 
10:25-37, or just Google Wikipedia ‘The 
Good Samaritan’.  Then look in the mirror.

Secondly, in our ‘alternative facts’ and 
‘misinformation’ world, when speaking/
writing/messaging to or about others, 
let’s bear in mind the words of  Socrates 
2400 years ago: ‘Is it true, is it kind, is it 
necessary?’ and behave accordingly.

Enjoy the rest of  Spring.

 ROY WISDOM Benefice Reader          
                                

Sunday Morning Services From 10.30 on 
Website www.stbaptist.co.uk

Facebook www.facebook.com/sudbourne
tunstallbaptist/

You Tube Sudbourne & Tunstall Baptist 
Church

Dave Rushbrook Minister: Sudbourne & 
Tunstall Baptist Church
pastor@stbaptist.co.uk Tel: 01394 

St Michael’s church is open for private 
prayer every Sunday from about 10.00am 
till 4.00pm.

MUGA
Please don’t forget we are adding new 
members to the MUGA Club every 
week, so if  you have not yet registered 
and want to do so please send an email 
to tunstallmuga@gmail.com or contact  
Andy on 01728 687484.

Next Parish Council Meeting

Next Parish Council Meeting via Zoom 
video conferencing, Wednesday 5 May 
at 7.00pm, if  you wish to join please 
contact the Parish Clerk – Judi Hallett 
pcclerktunstall@gmail.com

Diary dates

We are now officially open for people of  
any age group to come along and play.

Last Saturday, 10 April, was our opening 
start to the season, despite the weather, 
which was a little chilly, we started the 
day optimistically and it was good to see 
some new faces who came along to give 
bowls a go.

The green is looking fantastic, we do 
have Covid safe measures in place and 
there still is and will be throughout the 
summer, an opportunity for you to try 
this gentle game which will provide you 
with some maybe much welcome exercise 
after such a long period of  lock-down.

Whether you want to just play casually or 
as a social member or have played before, 
it doesn’t matter, you are all welcome!

Last month we indicated the timings 
of  our club roll up days, which are 
Saturdays and midweek was reported as 
being a Tuesday, but because of  league 
commitments, the mid-week day is now 
changed to a Wednesday starting at 
2.00pm.

The roll up days are really enjoyable, 
where a lot of  our members turn up 
to practice improving their game and 
for the social occasion, other times to 
practice are available, we’ll give you more 
details about those times when you come 
along. Trying it out is free to do and we 
have sets of  bowls you can borrow if  you 
want to have a go!

Our membership is really inexpensive, 
just £35 per season which is very low 
compared to other clubs. Flat soled shoes 
are required to preserve the fabric of  the 
green.

If  you would like any further information 
please contact our secretary   
Steve Karlsson-Waller    
(mobile 07561 827387)

Join us and help shape the future of  the 
hall at the heart of  the village.

Tunstall Community Hall Committee are 
looking for local residents to join us and 
help take our wonderful hall forward post 
lockdown.

All committee members are volunteers 
and would usually commit to around 3 or 
4 hours per month.

You will have the opportunity to put 
forward ideas for improvements, events 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s Woodbridge 
Wildlife Group offer people in the 
area an opportunity to get out and buy 
plants and second hand books from local 
doorsteps during their forthcoming 
Plants for Wildlife Weekend on 
Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 May 2021.

‘We usually hold our popular Plant 
Sale at Foxburrow Farm, Melton at the 
beginning of  May, but unfortunately 
current restrictions mean that a large 
event such as this is not possible’ said 
Phil Smith, Chair of  the local group.

‘However, we have come up with an 
alternative plan to take plants out into 
the community this year. Supporters in 
the Woodbridge area will be placing a 
table in their garden or on their doorstep 
during the weekend of  8 and 9 May, 
offering passers by the chance to browse 
locally grown plants and donated books, 
with funds from sales supporting Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust.’

‘We have 14 gardens/doorsteps in 
Woodbridge and surrounding villages 

open during the weekend’ continued 
Phil. ‘All sales will be in cash, so I’d urge 
customers to make sure they have plenty 
of  coins available before visiting our 
doorstep tables’ he  added.
‘An information sheet and trail map 
showing doorstep locations will be 
available. This will also highlight 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust reserves nearby 
and we hope that visitors will take the 
opportunity to visit a local reserve as well 
as seeking out our doorstep sales tables 
during this special weekend.’
An information sheet and trail 
map can be requested by emailing 
swtwoodbridge@outlook.com  
These will also be available to download 
from Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s website 
from mid April.
There will be two sales taking place 
in Tunstall and one in Blaxhall at the 
following addresses;
Four Winds, Snape Road, Tunstall
Grove End, Longmans Lane, Tunstall
4 Mount Pleasant, Station Road, Blaxhall

and funding and will be integral to all 
decision making.

Tunstall Community Hall is a registered 
charity and exists for the benefit of  the 
community.

We are especially looking for volunteers 
with an interest in admin or events.

For further information and to register 
an interest, please contact Karen on 
07873 388 373 or email    
tunstall.communityhall@gmail.com

Suffolk Wildlife Trust
Woodbridge Wildlife Group

Looking for a new challenge post lockdown?

Plants for Wildlife on your Doorstep!

Zumba in Tunstall

Zumba is an ideal way to lose weight. The 
ultimate dance fitness party.

Every Sunday from 23 May, 6.00 - 7.00pm at 
Tunstall Community Hall.

You can reserve your space in advance via 
www.simplyzumba.com

Pay on line or at the door. £5 each session.

Woodbridge Art Club   
Hope springs eternal
Members of  Woodbridge Art Club are 
delighted to announce their upcoming 
exhibition and sale of  artworks at their 
Clubhouse on the Historic Woodbridge 
waterfront. Most items in the exhibition can 
also be viewed on our website   
www.woodbridgeartclub.org.uk 

Subject to the easing of  Covid regulations, 
the exhibition open at weekends from 29 May 
until 20 June, 12 Noon to 4.00pm. We look 
forward to welcoming you safely then. Each 
year we have a Chairman’s Challenge. This 
year our Chairman (Jean Maxwell) asked us 
to send in artwork that represented HOPE. 
We had many beautiful entries which have 
been united to create a digital ‘Collage of  
Hope’. It is such a positive and cheerful piece 
and makes me feel hopeful – I hope it lifts 
your spirits too! Club members are looking 
forward to meeting face to face once again as 
restrictions allow and by the time this is in 
print, we should already be doing so. If  you 
enjoy making art, why not join us? You will 
find a warm welcome. The website will tell 
you how you can join the Club. 

ROSIE EVANS Woodbridge Art Club

Sailing at Aldeburgh
Aldeburgh’s two sailing clubs - Aldeburgh 
Yacht Club (AYC) and Slaughden Sailing 
Club will be hosting a special open day on 
Sunday 23 May. AYC is offering some fun on 
the water*, and Slaughden Sailing Club will 
be hosting a similar but ‘land based’ event. 
Whether you want to discover a new sport or 
re-engage with a past passion, this is a chance 
to try sailing and experience the river Alde 
on the water - under wind or engine power.  
This is a Royal Yachting Association (RYA) 
initiative to encourage people to try their 
hand in a boat, be it dinghy, yacht, kayak/
canoe or powerboat. At Aldeburgh’s clubs - 
and following government safety guidelines - 
qualified instructors Come and discover – or 
rediscover - sailing! and experienced sailors 
will take you out on the water. There will be 
river trips in a launch and light refreshments 
available in the friendly clubhouses. With 
Staycations likely this summer there has 
never been a better time to join a local sailing 
club. AYC will be offering ‘oneday-only’ 
joining incentives. * There is no cost but 
booking is essential. 

Details: Sunday, 23 May 11.00am - 4.00pm 
Slaughden Sailing Club, Slaughden 
Road, Aldeburgh, Suffolk, IP15 5NA 
T: 07715 953149 E: clubcoordinator@ 
slaughdensailingclub.co.uk www.
slaughdensailingclub.co.uk 

Aldeburgh Yacht Club, Slaughden Road, 
Aldeburgh, Suffolk, IP15 5NA T: 01728 
452562 E:welcome@aldeburghyc.org.uk 
www.aldeburghyc.org.uk


